
John 14:27John 14:27John 14:27John 14:27    
Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the 
world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid. 

Near the end of each year, we  seek the Lord for direction 
concerning the coming new year, both for our personal lives, 
and for Light to the Nations Ministries.  For the last several 
years, we have been given a “theme” that is to be our focus 
during the coming year.  The theme for 2017 was “Overflow” 
and it has been an amazing year for overflow.   In 2017 overflow 
has been evident in many ways, but especially in the growth of 
Light to the Nations in Hungary, Romania and now, Ukraine.  
Not just growth in numbers of people, but growth in the people 
themselves, as they learn more about who they are in Christ 
Jesus and step out to share what they have with others.  We are 
also seeing an overflow of the speed with which things take 
place in the newer churches.    

As of this writing, there are Light to the Nations churches or 
home groups in Székelyhíd, Romania, Uszka, Botpalád, 
Túristvándi, Kölcse, Ózd, Kistelep and Bánszállás, Hungary and  
Berehove, Ukraine.  This has also caused an overflow of interest 
and participation in our video Bible school.  

Perhaps we can write more about the overflow of 2017 in the 
coming months, but right now we are sensing an urgency to 
focus on the theme we believe the Lord has given us for 2018: 

 “Peace”   

Peace may seem to be an unusual theme in a world of so much 
chaos and confusion in this day and age, but we believe it is not 
only possible, but essential for believers to learn to live in peace 
when people everywhere seem to be living amid so much 
pressure and stress.  Taking a look at the daily news won’t help 
relieve that kind of stress either. 

In the verse above, and for the next few chapters, Jesus was 
preparing His disciples for his departure.  Paraphrasing what 
Jesus told them:  I’m giving you peace - my peace, not the kind 

of the peace the world can give you… 

In the coming months we will be studying how we can live a 
life of peace even while surrounded by news of doom and 
turmoil and everything but peace.  One thing we do know for 
sure:  The only peace that will sustain us in the times ahead is 
the peace that can only come by knowing the Prince of Peace. 

We had the privilege of visiting Israel several years ago, and 
learned the meaning of the word “shalom”.  Like many people, 
we only knew that shalom means “peace”. We learned however, 
that “shalom” has a much deeper meaning. The meaning of 
“shalom” is actually, “nothing missing, nothing broken - the 

peace that comes from being made whole”. 

As most of you already know, we teach the Wednesday evening 
church service in Székelyhíd, Romania via Skype.  At 12 noon 
(Eastern time - 7 PM Romania time) every Wednesday, we sit 
before our computer and teach the  Székelyhíd church.  We can 
see them and they can see us, so we are  “face to face” .   And 
now, we have added the group that meets in the home of Pastor 
Kálmán Sándor in Berehove, Ukraine.  The Ukraine group 
meets at 9 AM Eastern time - 3 PM Ukraine time, three hours 
before Székelyhíd because it is so dangerous for the people to 
travel in the dark there.  This is not because of crime, it is 
because of the condition of the streets in their village. 

It was a special treat for us to be able to participate in many of 
the Christmas activities without even leaving our home.  Thanks 
to the internet, we are not only able to teach on Skype, but we 
were able to watch children’s programs, church services, and 
watch as thankful people received packages of food.  We were 
even able to greet people one by one, face to face, as they 
received their gifts.  We also want to let you know that the food 
gifts, as well as the special gifts for children were very well 
done by the local pastors and leaders and people received very 
nice (and large) packages.  We are so thankful for the way you 
all responded in making this time so special for so many people. 
More than 250 packages were given out to families and even 
more packages were given to the children.  We are also thankful 
for the growth we see in the church leaders that enabled them to 
make decisions as to what to purchase for the gifts. 

As we enter into the new year, we want you to know how 
important you are to this ministry.   Your prayers and financial 
support are greatly appreciated and we are confident that any 
good thing that arises from this ministry is deposited to your 
account.  Our prayer for all of you is for a blessed, prosperous 
and peaceful 2018. 

Happy New Year and SHALOM! 
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I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I will also hold you  
by the hand and watch over you, and I will appoint you as a 

covenant to the people, as a light to the nations...   Isaiah 42:6 



 

 

 

Above left:  Members of the church in Székelyhíd, Romania work to get Christmas packages of food ready to distribute to the congregation. Similar scenes took 
place in all af the Light to the Nations churches in Hungary and Ukraine, as well.  The picture above center shows some of the things that went in to the gift 
packages, and above right, Pastor Karcsi watches over the filled bags as he waits for the people to arrive. 

Above left:  Ladies from the church in Berehove, Ukraine prepare bags of special Christmas candy for the children in the church.  The next picture shows Pastor 
Kálmán Sándor handing out the gifts to the kids. The third photo shows one of the church members in Berehove with a nice package of food.   Above right:  
Pastor Attila Varga is shown handing out packages to church members in Ózd, Hungary. 

Below:  These three photos (clockwise from top) show some of the people from the Uszka, Hungary church with their food gift packages, and Pastors Erzsike 
and Jenő Orgován presenting packages for the churches in Botpalád and Túristvándi.  

 

 

It was a special time for us as we were able (via Skype) to be included in the presentation of gifts to the people in Székelyhíd. The three photos above show 
some of the people as they received their packages and their weekly gift of bread provided by our partners of Light to the Nations.  You can see the laptop set up 
in the photos, but they could also see us because the overhead projector was putting our (live) picture on the wall.  Thank you for making this possible! 

Roma Christmas - Extended! 
As we have done for several years, we would 

like to extend the gift of food  for families in 

Romania (and this year Ukraine) by 

providing bread weekly for church families 

throughout the cold Winter months. If you'd 

like to help, please send your gift to the 

address on the front of this newsletter.  Your 

gift will mean so much to many needy Roma 

families.  Please pray about helping these 

precious people make it through the winter. 

Thank you! 


